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1. GENERAL 

1.1 A congress adopted by the European Society of PRM (ESPRM) will be held every 2 years. 

1.2 Application to host the European Congress of PRM could be made by one or more collaborating 

active national societies or any individual active member, if fully sponsored by his national society, to the 

Central Office of ESPRM.  

1.3 The National Society hosting the European Congress of PRM must have fulfilled its membership 

dues in full during the last two years before the application and remain in good standing until the  

Congress takes place. The same applies for an application coming from an individual member. The 

National Society must appoint a Local Organizing Committee. 

1.4 A congress committee can be appointed by the President of ESPRM at any occasion to evaluate the 

progress in the organization of the Congress. Travel and accommodation expenses of this congress 

committee are on the Congress budget. 

1.5 Exhibition: an exhibition highlighting medical devices and tools as well as pharmaceuticals is to be 

organized in conjunction with the Congress. Lunches and coffee breaks should be served within the 

exhibition. 

1.6 Time slot for satellite symposiums and workshops by industry are to be foreseen in the program  of  

the  Congress  but  should  not  be  in  competition  with  the  official  Congress program and should be 

evaluated by the Congress Scientific Committee. 

1.7The Local Organizing Committee nominated by the National Society must find and cooperate with a 

Local Congress Professional Organization (CPO) and both should make a contract with ESPRM. 

1.8 The contract should be signed during or just after the congress venue inspection by the two members 

of ESPRM (according to articles 6.3 and 6.4), (but not less than 30 months before the Congress takes 

place, on the one hand by the President of ESPRM and/or the President Elect of ESPRM and the 

Executive Director of the Local Congress Professional Organizer and by the President/s of the hosting 

National Society/ies on the other. In case of any delay by the national PRM Society or the local CPO in 

signing the contract, after the elapse of the 30 months ESPRM has the right to cancel the decision for 

organizing the congress at that country. In case of a European PRM congress coinciding the same year 

with the World PRM congress in Europe, if ESPRM and ISPRM Bodies will agree for a joint congress 

then the applicants for hosting the European congress have to apply to the ISPRM for hosting the world 

congress as well. The winner applicant for the ESPRM congress during the ESPRM General Assembly 

will finally be the host of that congress, provided that he will be successful in hosting the world congress 

of PRM during the ISPRM General Assembly, which follows. In any other case, the European (joint with 



the World) congress will be given to a next successful applicant.  

1.9 All the arrangements concerning the venue, the hotels and all other related congress activities is the 

exclusive responsibility of the Local Organizing Committee and the local Congress Professional 

Organizer (CPO), taking into consideration the ESPRM suggestions and the requirements for hosting a 

congress included in this document. 

 

2. SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

1.1 A Welcome Reception should be organized in the Congress centre immediately after the 

Opening Ceremony. This reception will take place in the Congress Centre and must be free 

for all registered participants (included in the registration fee of all registration categories) 

and representatives of all sponsoring companies.  

1.2 The Presidents Dinner for selected speakers and ESPRM Assembly Members will be 

organized according to the congress budget and will apply only upon invitation.  

1.3 The Gala Dinner of the Congress should preferably be organized in an adequate venue. 

Registration for the dinner is not included in the registration fee of the Congress. A limited 

number of guests for the dinner can be determined in collaboration with the President of 

ESPRM and the Local Organizing Committee.  

1.4 All social events should be offered within the limitations of the Congress budget. 

 

 

3. CEREMONIES 

3.1 The Opening Ceremony is to be organized on the evening before the beginning of the Congress, 

starting at approx. 17:00 or 18:00 hrs. This official opening of the Congress includes (short) speeches 

from the President of the Congress, the President of the National Society, the President of ESPRM, Invited 

Presidential lecturer, Local Politicians, Royalty etc.   

3.2 It is advised that speeches are mixed with classical music and cultural events. Integration of societies 

/ associations – organizations of disabled persons for these activities should be encouraged.  

3.3 In the Closing Ceremony the congress figures (number of participants, number of lectures, etc) will 

be presented by the Congress President. In conclusion the President of the next congress will give a short 

presentation. 

3.4 The different ESPRM awards as well as the specific Congress awards are to be distributed during 

dedicated Session for Awards. During this session, the European Academy Awardee will give a special 

lecture of 30 Minutes. 

 

 

4. SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS 

General Frame of the Congress: 

1.1 Dates are always last week of April or first two weeks of May. Half day for the Opening 

Ceremony, three full days and a half day for the scientific program and Closing Ceremony on 

the last day. 

1.2 A maximum of 5 simultaneous sessions. Additional workshops and training seminars are 



advised to be organized. 

1.3 Sessions organized by UEMS Section Committees, European Board as well as European 

Academy of Rehabilitation Medicine should be included in the program. Possible Sessions 

organized by other relevant bodies or Societies of PRM or collaborating societies are 

welcomed to be included in the Program.  

1.4 Topics of the Congress: List of topics for lectures, sessions and abstracts should follow the 

Curriculum of PRM, created and adopted by UEMS PRM Board. 

1.5 According to ESPRM rules, a scientific committee will be nominated. 

1.6 Invited speakers: At least 10 international well known experts in the field of PRM should be 

invited. 

5. FINANCES 

5.1 The Local Organizing Committee nominated by the National PRM Society/ies and the Congress 

Professional Organizer handle the registration fees. ESPRM on one part, and the Local Organizing 

Committee, together with the local Congress Professional Organizer on the other part, will work in close 

and organized collaboration on the soliciting of commercial sponsorships which will be handled by the 

Local Organizing Committee & the Congress Professional Organizer (CPO).  

 

5.2 The local Organizing Committee together with the national PRM Society/ies and the local Congress 

Professional Organizer will send to the ESPRM Treasurer the amount of fifty thousand euro (€50.000), 

despite of profit or loss, in not later than four months after the end of the congress. Any final positive 

balance from the Congress over €50.000 will be split between the EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF PRM and 

the National Society on a 30%-70% basis, not later than four months after the end of the congress (in case 

of a joint congress with ISPRM any final positive balance will be shared among ESPRM, ISPRM and 

the national society/ies in different percentages, which will be agreed). 

    

5.3 In the event of a negative balance arising from the congress after sending to the ESPRM the amount 

of fifty thousand euro, the national PRM society is obliged to cover all financial deficits within a period 

of 4 months from their own financial reserves. ESPRM is not in a position to control the incomes of the 

congress and therefore the national PRM society should accept when bidding for the congress and in the 

final contract that ESPRM cannot be responsible for any negative financial balance of the congress.  

   

5.4 The Local Organizing Committee will collaborate with the Congress Professional Organizer for 

providing all the arrangements for European Congress of PRM as well as for the provision of facilities 

for the meetings of the President, the Executive Committee, General Assembly of Delegates, etc. The 

Local Organizing Committee shall refer through the Secretary of ESPRM with the President and the 

Executive Committee for advice and guidance. 

 

5.5 The President and the members of Executive Committee of ESPRM should have free registration to 

the Congress and the Gala Dinner and will also be reimbursed for travel costs (economy class) and 

accommodation. 

 



5.6 The cost (registration, 3 nights’ accommodation and economy class tickets) of at least 10 invited 

speakers will be covered by the congress budget. For any other request exceeding the 10 invited speakers 

cost should be approved beforehand by the national PRM society through its Local Organizing 

Committee (in case of a joint congress with ISPRM some of the invited speakers can be the same as those 

suggested by ISPRM).  

 

5.7 Congress Registration Fees: 

5.7.1 Registration  fees  should  be  in  relation  to  those  fees  charged from  the  previous  two ESPRM 

Congresses and in relation to the fees that are applicable for similar Congresses in the region (e.g. ISPRM 

congresses in Europe) where the Congress takes place. For the Local Organizing Committee all 

participants of the Congress who are members of the National Society, a special registration fee will 

apply.  

5.7.2 The President of each national society may receive a free registration in the Congress (this provision 

is restricted in cases of a joint congress with ISPRM). 

5.7.3 Reduced fees for students and trainees are to be provided; also, reduced fees for ESPRM individual 

members.   

5.7.4 Funds are to be collected in order to offer reduced registrations to participants from third world and 

developing countries, as per the official list of UN. In addition, and as a contribution, the local Congress 

Professional Organizer will cover the cost of accommodation of 10 young PRM doctors (under 37 years 

old) selected by ESPRM with the prerequisite to be individual members of ESPRM and registered in the 

Congress by submitting an abstract (in case of a joint congress with ISPRM this additional provision can 

be reduced up to 5 young PRM doctors).  

5.7.5 The Congress website must be live 2 years prior to the congress and available 1 year after the end 

of the congress.  

5.8 Costs for the Congress for ESPRM related activities are to be borne by the Congress budget after the 

approval of the President of the Local Organizing Committee and the CPO.  

5.9 The person chosen to present the European Academy Award Lecture has his/her registration waived. 

 

6. VOTING PROCEDURE & VENUE SELECTION 

6.1 Voting rights: All members of the General Assembly of Delegates have voting rights if they are in 

good standing. (One vote per country) 

6.2 The city that will be selected needs to obtain the majority of the votes (51%). This may only be 

obtained after different voting rounds. The city with the least votes in each round is being eliminated. 

Voting will be secret and will be organized by the ESPRM General Secretary, 4 years before the 

Congress, during the Spring General Assembly, or later in extraordinary cases. The winning country will 

immediately be announced after the voting to the winners. 

6.3 The selected city will be visited by at least two members of the ESPRM Executive Committee 

(President or President Elect and another member) in order to  check  if  the  city,  hotels  and   Local 

Organizing Committee  meets  the  ESPRM  requirements and if they are fully accessible for disabled 

persons. All costs related to this visit (flight, stay) are to be borne by the National Society. 

6.4 The selection of the city is only final after a positive advice from the visiting committee. If not 

appropriate the National Society has the right to propose a new city. If again considered not appropriate 

the organization of the Congress will be assigned to the country voted in second position (if positively 

evaluated after the site inspection). If no other candidates remain then the ESPRM Executive Committee 

can ask for new submissions for hosting that congress. 



6.5 The following procedure will be followed in the selection of the venue for the next EUROPEAN 

SOCIETY OF PRM EUROPEAN CONGRESS: 

1.5.1 An official letter or email by the candidate National Society should be sent to the ESPRM 

Central Office announcing the interest in bidding for the next European Congress of 

PRM. This letter or email should reach the Central Office at least two months before 

the voting. 

1.5.2 In order to support their candidature, National Societies are required to submit a bid book 

containing information about the members of the nominated Local Organizing 

Committee, the name of the chosen local Congress Professional Organizer (CPO), the 

airport, transport, city, possible Congress venues and exhibition areas, hotels, social 

venues, other Congresses that took place in the city, the capability of the National Society 

to attract to the congress at least 800 participants and all other points of interest for the 

Congress. 

1.5.3 The bid book needs to be sent electronically to the ESPRM Secretary who will post it on 

the ESPRM website, so that all ESPRM Members with voting rights can have access to 

it at least 4 weeks before the day the voting meeting takes place.  

1.5.4 The voting will take place during the General Assembly of Delegates.  

1.5.5 The winning country will be officially announced during the General Assembly. 

 

7. MANDATORY 

7.1 It must be focused in the bid book and the presentation the accessibility for disabled people in all 

venues that are proposed for the Congress. 

7.2 The above requirements are the basis of the contract between ESPRM and the hosting National 

Society.   
 


